
Researching for your writing 
assignments 
CSC300: Computers & Society 

Michael deBraga, RGASC 
Joanna Szurmak, HMALC 
 
September 21, 2012 
 



What do you have to do? 
 
�  Survey Paper 
◦  4-5 page survey paper 
◦  double-spaced and 

written in 12-pt Times 
New Roman font 

� Oct. 7 - Survey paper 

• Final Paper 
◦  paper, based on the 

work you did in the 
survey paper 
◦  10-15 page term paper 

� Nov. 4 - Draft paper 
� Nov. 25 - Final paper 
 



Ethical computing and technology 
issues 

�  Issue 1 

◦ Use of drones 
and robots 
specifically in 
military 
operations or 
policing.  

 

�  Issue 2 

◦ The use of 
electronic stock 
trading or 
algorithmic trading. 



Essay addresses this question: 

�  "What responsibility should information 
technologists and computer scientists 
take for the impacts, both positive and 
negative, that result from the 
development of technology?" 



�  "What responsibility should information 
technologists and computer scientists 
take for the impacts of the technology?“ 

 

�  Examine the ethical decisions made by computing 
professionals.  

�  How might their decisions influence other individuals, 
the computing profession, and society as a whole?  

�  Should computer scientists consider local or 
international laws when making ethical decisions? 

�  What is the relationship between computer scientists 
and ethical decisions regarding information 
technology? 



Next Steps 

� “You must think critically.” 
� “You will need to do additional 

research.” 
� “Find the key pieces of literature 

that are relevant to your question 
and provide a summary of them.” 

� “News sources are mostly useful 
only as background material.” 



Thinking critically 

� The key to your success is asking the 
right questions. 

� Your argument must present a well 
balanced point of view.  

� Your opinion must be supported. 



Additional Research 

� Use the library resources to access the 
most recent literature.  

� Avoid the popular press and other 
opinionated sources. 

� You are writing a scholarly review – it 
must be well informed.   



A Template for your essay 

�  IMRAD: 

◦  Introduction 
  
◦  Methods 
◦  Results 

◦  Discussion 
 

Demonstrates how you justify your 
thesis 

Contains your THESIS. 
Your thesis is a claim that you intend to 
prove. 

Contains your conclusion which addresses 
your thesis. 

eHow: How to Write an Essay at http://youtu.be/C9nq886mOjA 



More about Additional Research 
Use the library resources to access the 
most recent literature.  
Start at the top of Library Homepage: 
•  Google-like search engine  
•  Searches many databases  
    and resources but misses 
    some print and subject- 
    specific resources. 

•  Access to all databases 
•  Discipline-specific 

resources 



E-content is preferentially featured. 



Click on the Folder icon 
to save the best articles 
in a temporary folder 



Do a subject search to 
determine whether your 
results contain any 
articles on ethical 
aspects of technology 



Sort topics alphabetically; 
look for ethics, legal 
implications, ethical and moral 
issues, then INCLUDE the 
subjects you want 



Portal Library link: database research 



Overview of Databases 

Two comprehensive scholarly 
science databases with citation 
linking 

Two comprehensive scholarly 
social science databases. Use 
for ethics, philosophy, human 
issues. 

A history of science and 
technology database 



Overview of Databases 
An archive featuring social 
sciences, ethics, political 
science, some business. 

Scholarly CS and engineering 
databases 

US government report servers, 
useful with military technology 
topics 

Business literature supporting 
the trading topic 

Comprehensive scholarly legal 
literature database 



Citations 

� No specific format is required.   
� This does not mean that you can 

arbitrarily present your reference list 
using a disjointed and ambiguous 
approach. 

� Your best approach is to follow an 
established method such as:  APA, CSE, 
etc. 



While you are writing… 

� Contact either Joanna or Michael for 
assistance with finding sources or the 
essay structure and critical thinking. 

� michael.debraga@utoronto.ca 
�  joanna.szurmak@utoronto.ca 

� Don’t procrastinate. 


